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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
Norwich, New York  13815 

An Open and Affirming Church 

December 22,  2024 10:00 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 
PRELUDE  
    
WELCOME  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CEREMONY OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Love 
 
CANTICLE  
Adapted from A Morning Star Will Rise by Joseph Martin 
 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 
Soon a Morning Star will rise. 
Ransom captive Israel. 
Soon a Morning Star will rise. 
Love will fill our hearts with singing. 
See the glo’rious star arise. 
Ev’ry hill and valley ringing. 
We are longing for the Morning Star. 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH CANDLE OF ADVENT  
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UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION     
O God, give us hearts for the gospel and lead us to your 
true path, encouraging us to do justice, love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with you. As we follow your example 
for us, we draw closer to an authentic, blessed 
Christmas celebration with you. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
CANTICLE  
Adapted from A Morning Star Will Rise by Joseph Martin 
 
*OPENING HYMN  We Hail You God’s Anointed #104 
  
CHILDREN’S MOMENT Ericka Tyler 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
  The First Noel arranged by Molly Ijames 
      Bella Johnson and Dave Burch, piano duet 
 
Children in grades 3-8 are invited upstairs for Sunday school at this time. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with all of you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another in a manner most comfortable to you.  
 
SUNG RESPONSE   Bind Us Together  Insert 
 

TIME OF SHARING 
 
SERMON   The Angel & Mary, Mary & Elizabeth  
  Rev. James K. Boodley 
 
 SCRIPTURE  Luke 1:26-38, 46-56 Pew Bible NT p. 58 
 
INTERLUDE 
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 INVITATION TO GENEROSITY   
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Eternal God, you have a mission for the world you 
created. Help us know our place in your grand scheme. 
Bless these tithes and offerings, we pray, as signs and 
symbols of our desire to share the love you first shared 
with us through your son, Jesus. In his name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 
 
*CLOSING HYMN      O How Shall I Receive You   #102 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS    
  
WIFI IS AVAILABLE  
Network Name: UCC-Guest 
Password: uccguest 
  
NURSERY is available for children up to age 5, upstairs at the 
front of the church.  
 
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER on a Sunday, please 
don’t take any risks to get to church.  You can always tune in to 
the livestream www.uccnorwichny.org/livestream. If we cancel 
the service, we will post on Facebook and Instagram and with a 
message on the church phone. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  
Closed on 12/25, 12/26 and 1/1 
Open by appointment only December 20 - January 3  
  
BRING IN NEW MITTENS, HATS AND SCARVES for the Mitten 
Tree in the Founders Room.  After Christmas these items are 
donated to the Perry Browne School. 
 
THE SHERBURNE COMMUNITY CHORUS is presenting a 
Messiah Concert and Sing Along today at 3:00 p.m. in the United 
Church of Christ in Sherburne, NY.  There is no charge for the 
concert but free will donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT AND COMMUNION 
SERVICE - December 24.  Special extended prelude will start at 
4:45 p.m.  Service starts at 5:00 p.m.  Children welcome - 
nursery available. 
  
FREE COMMUNITY DINNER on Sunday, December 22, 4:30 - 
6:00 p.m. at Broad St. United Methodist Church.  Layered 
chicken, maple carrots, rice, bread & butter, pumpkin bar with 
cream cheese frosting.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
A REMINDER FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY - You may 
have noticed on the pledge cards this year that offering 
envelopes are no longer available.  If you would still like to use 
envelopes, feel free to use any envelope to put your donation in.  
Just include a note on the envelope or the memo line of your 
check.   
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 CALENDAR   
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at  
9:30 p.m. & Fridays at 1:30 p.m.  
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave - Christmas Fund Offering 
 Sunday School grades 3-8, upstairs after Children’s 

Moment 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs 
1:00 p.m. Service at Chenango Valley Home 
3:00 p.m. Sherburne Community Chorus Messiah Concert and 

Sing Along, Sherburne UCC.  Free and open to the 
public. 

4:30 p.m. Free Community Dinner, Broad St. United Methodist 
Church 

  
MONDAY DECEMBER 23 
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Room 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 - Christmas Eve 
4:45 p.m. Prelude 
5:00 p.m. Candlelight service with communion, Nave 
 Nursery available.  Christmas Fund Offering 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 - Christmas Day 
Church Office Closed 
  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 
Church Office Closed 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave  
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs 
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Poinsettias 
In memory of Frank and Maude Dolgos and Diane Somich 

from Joe and Deb Phelps 

In memory of their parents, Carroll and Shirley Edwards  
from Francis, Mark, Janet and Arlene 

In memory of Stacy and Amy Gage and Warren and Helene Granz  
from Maxine Gage 

In memory of Clara Horton  
from Michael & Donna Moren 

In memory of John Wassenaar and Bill and Catherine Johnson  
from Jeff and Janet Johnson 

In memory of Roger Moren  
from Michael and Donna Moren 

In memory of Linda Oehme  
from Bob Oehme, Posner Family, Mallozzi Family 

In memory of Ramona and Werner Oehme 
from Bob Oehme, Posner Family, Mallozzi Family 

In memory of Marsha Posner  
from Bob Oehme, Posner Family, Mallozzi Family 

In memory of Allan E. Sawyer 
from Elissa Sawyer 

In memory of Roger B. Storms 
from Dale Storms 

In memory of his wife Ruth L. Tucker  
and their son Scott Edwin Tucker  

from Edwin J. Tucker 

In memory of Miriam H. Wieseman 

In memory of Cleave Yeahl  
from Betty Yeahl 



December 22, 2024 

PARTICIPANTS TODAY 
Ministers: All the People 
Pastor: Rev. James K. Boodley 
Liturgist:  Mary Williams 
Advent Readers:  Jessica and Melodie Posner 
Usher:  Colleen Johnson 
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams 
Organist: David Burch 
Instrumentalist:  Bella Johnson 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Ericka Tyler  
Livestream Director:  Jennifer Mallozzi 
Livestream Staff: Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter 
Sunday Sexton: Ericka Tyler 
Nursery: Fiora Breese 
Coffee Hour: Deb Phelps 
 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
(closed 12- 1p.m.) 
 

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Link to Online Giving 
www.uccnorwichny.org/give 

December 24 
4:45 p.m.  Special Extended  Prelude  
5:00 p.m.  Service with Communion & Candlelight 



Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 1:46-56 
46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his 
servant. 
    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name; 
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and 
then returned to her home. 
 



Word alterations Copyright © 1993 The Pilgrim Press 

Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved. 



Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN

Bind Us Together
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©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission CCLI License 
22167805.
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