A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Martin Luther, c. 1529
Transl. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853; adapt. Ruth Duck, 1981
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1 A might-y for - tress is our God, a bul-wark nev - er  fail - ing,
2 Did we in our own strengthcon-fide, our striv-ing wouldbe los - ing,
3 And though this world with dev - ils filled should threat-en to un - do us,
4 That word be-yond all earth - ly powersfor - ev -er is a - bid - ing;
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Our pres-ent help a - mid the flood of mor-tal ills pre - vail - ing.
But there is one who takesour side, the One of God’sown choos - ing.
We will not fear for  God has willed the truth to tri - umph through us.
The Spir-it and the gifts are ours, for Christ is with us sid - i
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You ask who that may
The powers of
Let goods and kin-dred

e - vil

be? Christ Je - sus sets us
grim, we trem-ble not for
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For still our an-cient foe does seek to work us

woe with craft and pow - er
free! With might-y power to
them; their rage we can en -

go, this mor-tal life al - so; the bod-y they may
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great, and armed with cru-el hate, on earthwith-out an e - qual

save, vic - to - rious o’er the grave, Christ will pre-vail tri - um - phant.

dure, for lo, their doomis sure: one lit - tle word shall fell them.

kill; God’s truth shall  tri-umph still; God’sreign en-dures for - ev - er.

There is speculation that this psalm paraphrase was written
in 1527 when Martin Luther’s friend was burned at the stake,
or in 1529, when Lutheran German princes protested the
revocation of their liberties. It has been translated into more
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than fifty languages.
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Tune: EIN’ FESTE BURG (isometric) 8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7.

Martin Luther, ¢. 1529

Harm. The New Hymnal for American Youth, 1930; alt.

For another version, see 440

Word adaptations Copy:

right 1981 Ruth C. Duck
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o Bind us to - geth -er Lord, bind us to - geth-er with cords  that
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can - not be bro - ken Bind us to - geth - er, Lord,
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bind us to - geth -er, bind wus to - geth - er with love.
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We are the fa-mily of God, we are the  prom-ise di - vine.
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We are God's cho-sen de - sire, we are the  glo-rious new wine.
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